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The Auckland Isthmus 

Historically, the lands and waters of Tāmaki Makaurau (Auckland) have always been highly contested. 

The isthmus not only offered rich volcanic soils, many waterways and inlets, but also a strategic location 

for trade. Auckland was centered on interconnecting trade routes between the Bay of Plenty, Coromandel, 

Waikato and Northland.*https://teara.govt.nz/en/tamaki-tribes/page-1 Around 1250 A.D., voyagers on 

canoes from East Polynesia became the earliest settlers of New Zealand. Among the many canoes, the 

Tainui canoe pulled ashore at Waitematā Harbour (Auckland Harbour) and its descendants put down roots 

in the Auckland Isthmus.*https://teara.govt.nz/en/tamaki-tribes/page-1 And by the 19th century, much of 

the Hauraki Gulf, including the eastern coast of Auckland, was inhabited by the descendant tribes of 

Marutūahu of the Taninui canoe. 

 

Fig. 1. Map of the Auckland Metropolitan area illustration the distribution of rich volcanic soils 

developed on Auckland basalt. Case Study site highlighted. 
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Ngāti Pāoa: Iwi of the Mokoia Pā, Maungarei and Mauinaina (Mt Wellington, Panmure area) 

For many years prior to European contact, Ngāti Pāoa, a descendant tribe of Marutūahu, occupied the 

stretch of land from the Thames estuary, the Hūnua Ranges, east Tāmaki, Waiheke Island and the coast 

northward to Whangaparāoa. https://teara.govt.nz/en/tamaki-tribes/page-3  

The Mt Wellington-Panmure area is particularly significant as the principal base of the Ngāti Pāoa tribe 

and residence of Ngāti Pāoa chief, Te Hinaki. Mokoia (Panmure basin entry) and Mauinaina (Panmure) 

were key settlements at the heart of the iwi. The Mokoia-Mauinaina area was also significant as a symbol 

of alliance with the Ngati Whatua, who had given the land to the Ngāti Pāoa as a wedding gift. For these 

reasons, Mokoia Pā, situated on the headland at the entry of Panmure Basin is said to have been the most 

important Pā (fortified village) in Auckland from the 17th to 19th Century. Beyond this, Mauinaina 

(Panmure) was the largest kāinga (unfortified village) of the area.  *(31 KM holloway) Records indicate 

that sites southward of Panmure Basin near Sylvia Park were also well occupied as kāinga settlements. 

(fig. 2, 3) 

 

Fig. 2. Map illustrating the settlement pattern of Pā and kāinga around Panmure Basin during Ngati Pāoa 

occupation. 1, Taylors Hill; 2, Mokoia; 3, Hamlins Hill; 4, Westfield; 5, Hawkins Hill; 6, Fisher Road; 7, 

Cryers Road; 8, Harris Road; 9, Otahuhu; 10, Te Apunga o Tainui. Settlements nearby Sylvia Park are 

highlighted. 

* The Chronology of Occupation on Maungarei {Mount Wellington): a Large Volcanic Cone Pa in 

Auckland Janet Davidson pg 40 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/tamaki-tribes/page-3


 

 

 

 

Fig. 3. Nearby settlement sites located on current map.  2, Mokoia Pa; 3, Hamlins Hill Kāinga; 4, 

Westfield Kāinga; 5, Hawkins Hill Kāinga; 6, Fisher Road Kāinga. 

 

European Contact: Prosperity and Civility of the Ngati Paoa at Mokoia-Mauinaina 

In August 1820, Samuel Marsden and Anderson visited Mokoia at the request of the Ngāti Pāoa  chief 

Hinaki. The early descriptions of the tribe reveal a people who are prosperous, of gentle nature and of rich 

culture. Regarding Mokoia Pā, Marsden records: “It is a very populous settlement and contains the finest 

race of people I had seen in N.Z. and very healthy. Their houses are superior to most I have met with. 

Their stores were filled with potatoes, containing some thousand baskets...”*(Marsden, Samuel Third 

N.Z. Journal, edit. Elder (Dunedin, 1932) On his second visit a few months later, in November 1820, 

Marsden is accompanied by Rev. John Butler. From the summit of Maungarei (Mt Wellington), Rev. 

Butler notes “I observed twenty villages in the valley below (these would have been unfortified kāinga of 

which Mauinaina was probably the largest) and, at a single glance, beheld the largest portion of cultivated 

land I have ever met in one place in New Zealand." *(60 Holloway) The population of the general 

Mokoia-Mauinaina area is estimated to have been around 4000-7000 people at this time.*61 Holloway 



 

 

However, less than a year after Marsden's visit, bad news fell on Ngāti Pāoa and the once prosperous land 

was strewn with bloodshed. 

 

The Nga Puhi Invasion, The Musket Wars 

The land of the Ngāpuhi tribe (a large tribe based in the Northland/Whangarei Region) had become a 

prominent shipping port in New Zealand. The volume and frequency of trade meant European weapons 

were easily accessible to the Ngāpuhi. Led by the Ngāpuhi chief Hongi-Hika, 2,000 men armed with 

1,000 muskets launched a series of expansionist campaigns, signaling the beginning of the ‘Musket Wars’ 

which would see around 30,000 deaths in New Zealand over the next few decades.* Margaret McClure, 

'Auckland region - Māori history', Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, 

http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/interactive/15886/ngapuhi-invasion-1820s (accessed 20 July 2019) 

Following his first victory in the Bay of Plenty, Hongi-Hika attacked Ngāti Pāoa in November of 1821. 

(Fig. 4) The Ngāpuhi pulled ashore at Pamure Wharf. Despite Ngāti Pāoa’s desperate defence, their 6 

muskets were pitiful against Ngāpuhi’s thousand. All settlement bases of the Ngāti Pāoa; Mokoia Pā 

(fortified village), Mauinaina Kāinga (unfortified village), and surrounding villages were ravaged, and 

burned. More than a thousand were killed, and were eaten by the Ngāpuhi until they could eat no more. 

The whenua (land) around Panmure Basin was permanently marked with violence, bloodshed, and 

sorrow. Following the devastation of the battle, all remaining survivors fled southward, seeking safety in 

other Hauraki tribes. Mokoia-Mauinaina was now a deserted war site.  

 

Fig. 4. Series of campaigns led by Hongi-Hika in the Tamaki region. Mauinaina-Mokoia is 

highlighted.*https://teara.govt.nz/en/interactive/15886/ngapuhi-invasion-1820s 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/interactive/15886/ngapuhi-invasion-1820s


 

 

 

Aftermath 

The records of following visitors to Mokoia-Mauinaina paint an entirely different picture to those of 

Marsden and Butler. Following his visit to Tamaki in 1827, navy officer Dumont D’Urville writes, “We 

did not notice any trace of inhabitants, nothing but one or two fires a very long way off in the interior. 

There can be no doubt that this extreme depopulation is due to the ravages of war.”*(D’Urville in 

Rangitoto channel, 1827, cited in R. C. J. Stone, From Tamaki-Makau-Rau to Auckland. Auckland: 

Auckland University Press, 2011, p. 106.) In 1844, more than twenty years after the invasion, Rev. T. 

Buddle observed that “the bones of 2,000 men still lay whitening on the plain.” *Percy Smith 

 

European Land Purchase 

The first local land sale was made in 1839 to James Hamlin, a member of the Church Missionary Society. 

Hamlin paid with European goods, 53 blankets, 13 spades, 20 hoes, 12 combs were a few of the items 

traded for the 1800-acre estate which was almost half of the Mt Wellington borough. *fbb 8 (Fig. 5)The 

plot was left unused for 2 years, until in 1841 Auckland began to flourish and Hamlin thought it wise to 

start working his land. He began Waipuna Farm, leasing out its sections for income. *fbb10 Upon his 

death, Hamlin subdivided his land between his twelve children. By the 1840’s all the remaining Maori 

land in the Mokoia-Mauinaina-Maungaeri area were sold to Europeans.*ibid Entirely displacing the few 

remaining Maori population. 

 

Fig. 5. Early Land Purchases in Mt Wellington. 1, James Hamlin’s Waipuna Farm; 2, William William’s 

Penrose Farm; 3, Government Land. *fbb 9 



 

 

Sylvia Park Stud Farm 

From 1882, Thomas Morrin, Samuel Morrin and Major James Walmsey of the Auckland Stud Company, 

leased a 620-acre section of Waipuna Farm for 21 years. The highly lucrative stud was soon named 

‘Sylvia Park’ after one of its mares, hence the lasting name that is used today. ‘Carbine Road’ adjacent to 

the current shopping mall was likewise named after the record-breaking stallion, ‘Carbine’ of the 

Auckland Stud Company.*21  100a Sylvia Park also hosted regular meets for the Pakuranga Hunt Club 

during these years. (Fig. 6.) The stud was liquidated in 1891 due to Thomas Morrin’s financial instability. 

*47 fbb 

 

Fig. 6. Pakuranga Hunt Club at Sylvia Park, May 1899 *http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-

wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?BU=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aucklandcity.govt.nz%2Fdbtw-

wpd%2FHeritageImages%2Findex.htm&AC=QBE_QUERY&TN=heritageimages&QF0=ID&NP=2&RF=HIORec

ordSearch&MR=5&QI0=%3D%22AWNS-18990526-4-2%22 

 

Fig. 6. Pakuranga Hunt Club gala day at Sylvia Park, September 1900. *http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-

wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?BU=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aucklandcity.govt.nz%2Fdbtw-

wpd%2FHeritageImages%2Findex.htm&AC=QBE_QUERY&TN=heritageimages&QF0=ID&NP=2&RF=HIORec

ordSearch&MR=5&QI0=%3D%22AWNS-19000928-1-3%22 
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http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/exec/dbtwpub.dll?BU=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aucklandcity.govt.nz%2Fdbtw-wpd%2FHeritageImages%2Findex.htm&AC=QBE_QUERY&TN=heritageimages&QF0=ID&NP=2&RF=HIORecordSearch&MR=5&QI0=%3D%22AWNS-18990526-4-2%22
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Supply Camp 

When war broke out in 1939, Auckland became a major supply base for the American Forces in the 

Pacific. The urgency of war proved to be a catalyst for the industrial development of Mt Wellington in the 

years to come. The plentiful open land in close communication with the central city by the main arterial 

routes presented an ideal base for war industry and military installations.*33 100  

 

In 1943, US Joint Purchasing Board rapidly built meat and food stores on a 21.77 ha section of Sylvia 

Park. A total of 48 stores, each 46 x 37 m, were constructed between April 1943 and May 1944. (Fig. 7) 

For efficiency, a system of interconnecting sealed roads and a 3.2-km railway siding was also built onsite. 

The total cost of the stores was £425,922 (equivalent to $~34,000,000 as of 2011), it was the largest built 

in Auckland. *(http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/node/12918) After the war the stores continued to be used as 

warehouses and storage facilities for the NZ government, which eventually fell into disuse in the 

following decades.*76 fbb 

 

Fig. 7. Aerial View of Sylvia Park Supply Camp, 1946. https://natlib.govt.nz/records/30660696 

 

Industrial development 

Simultaneously, over the course of WWII, the Mt Wellington district became the focus for new industry 

in Auckland. The Mt Wellington Borough was “attractive and suitable for development as the land was 

plentiful, relatively flat, cheap and well serviced by road, rail and sea”.*78 fbb The Roads Board at the 

time was willing to be flexible with its town planning scheme to encourage growth of industry in the 

Mount Wellington District. *78 fbb 

Industry development and population rise came hand-in-hand, feeding each other's demand for work-

force and work-place. From 1949 to 1960 the Mt Wellington population grew steadily from a semi-rural 

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/node/12918
https://natlib.govt.nz/records/30660696


 

 

3,000 to suburban 15,000. * 82 fbb 

 

By 1960, the number of factories in the Mt Wellington area grew to 165. Unsurprisingly, products made 

here could be found in almost any shop or home all over the country. Fisher and Paykel, Mason and 

Porter, Alex Harvey and General Foodplant’s Tip Top, Coca Cola, Fanta, Dulux Paints, Mazda, and 

Wrigley’s were only but a few of the diverse lines of production.  

On top of this, the Southern motorway opened in 1959, introducing further possibilities and speeding up 

development. (Fig. 8) 

 

 

Fig. 8. The Great South Motorway under construction at Mt Wellington junction with Sylvia Park, 1956. 

*https://tiaki.natlib.govt.nz/#details=ecatalogue.710272 

 

Mt Wellington Shopping Centre 

A small commercial hub began to form in 1953 at the corner of Mt Wellington Highway and Penrose Rd, 

and consequently, the land north of Penrose Rd was rezoned as commercial in 1958. By 1977, the area 

was fully recognized as being the heart of Mt Wellington residential area, and commercial giants such as 

Woolworths and McDonalds were introduced.*fbb 90 Currently the area is still populated with small 

local shops such as takeaways, beauty parlors, fruit shops and dollar stores. (Fig. 9, 10) However, after 

the development of Sylvia Park Shopping Mall, foot traffic at the original centre has notably decreased, 

with smaller businesses unable to compete with the international retail chains. 

 

https://tiaki.natlib.govt.nz/#details=ecatalogue.710272


 

 

 

Fig. 9. Penrose Road Shops, an extension of Mt Wellington Shopping Centre’s commercial zone, 1986. 

*fbb 90 

 

Fig. 10. Penrose Road shops, September 2018. *https://www.google.com/maps/@-

36.9080583,174.8375046,3a,36.2y,74.79h,86.67t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1slEI5cPJ9A8kQbM7p6eeIYQ!2e

0!7i13312!8i6656 

 

Sale and Rezoning of Sylvia Park 

In the 1990’s, the New Zealand government sold the site of Sylvia Park Supply Camp to private investors, 

Kiwi Property (Kiwi Income Property Trust owned by the Commonwealth Bank of Australia). Upon full 

acquisition of the land in 1999, Kiwi Property filed for a zone change from the existing ‘Business 4’ (light 

and heavy industrial, offices and limited retail buildings) to ‘Business 8’, which would enable the build of 

Sylvia Park Shopping Mall on the site. In March 2000, the Auckland City Council approved the rezoning, 

however opposition to the build escalated the decision to the Environment Court. 

 

Among the appellants was the Ngati Maru Iwi Authority. They emphasised the area was wāhi tapu 

(sacred place), the site not only was the burial place of umbilical cords and afterbirth, but also a site 

covered in the blood of war. Tribes of the Marutuahu confederation (including Ngāti Pāoa) expressed 

their kaitiaki (guardian) responsibilities. The focus was mainly on the northern areas of the site which 

were the immediate battlefields of the Ngapuhi invasion, burial and ritual areas. Just prior to case referral 

to the Court of Appeal, the dispute was resolved at law firm Russell McVeagh’s Auckland office. 

 

In 2001, the Environment Court vindicated the Auckland City Council’s decision and the site was 

rezoned. Following further internal preparation, demolition and construction for the Mall began in 2004. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@-36.9080583,174.8375046,3a,36.2y,74.79h,86.67t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1slEI5cPJ9A8kQbM7p6eeIYQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@-36.9080583,174.8375046,3a,36.2y,74.79h,86.67t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1slEI5cPJ9A8kQbM7p6eeIYQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@-36.9080583,174.8375046,3a,36.2y,74.79h,86.67t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1slEI5cPJ9A8kQbM7p6eeIYQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656


 

 

In June 2006, the first stage of the Sylvia Park development opened, and by January 2008 it became the 

first shopping centre in NZ to record annual sales of more than $300m.* 

 

Current Sylvia Park: (Data from Kiwi Property Annual Result Presentation (2019)  

Location and access: The mall is situated adjacent to multiple arterial transport routes: the Auckland 

Southern Motorway, Mt Wellington Highway, South Eastern highway. The last of which passes over the 

mall on viaducts. The mall has a dedicated railway station which has been in operation since July 2007. 

 

Land Area: The mall is split functionally and physically into two adjacent sites: Sylvia Park and Sylvia 

Park Lifestyle. The total land holdings of both sites total 33 ha, with a total net leasable area of 102,977 

sqm. 

There are currently 3800 carparks available on-site, more than 200 retail shops. Sylvia Park Shopping 

Mall is classified as a mixed-use centre, and thus houses a range of functions besides retail such as a 10-

level office tower, Cinema complex, Dining District (The Grove), Mini-golf, and more. The centre also 

runs community targeted events and programs. In December 2018, Sylvia Park launched “Park and Ride”, 

encouraging everyday commuters to park for $3 a day and commute to the city through the Sylvia Park 

train station. *https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/events/park-and-ride-now-available/ Sylvia 

Park’s “Kiwi-fit” is a community-oriented fitness programme running two mornings a week. Inviting 

locals to “walk and exercise their way around the centre under the guidance of trained professionals from 

Configure Express.” By participating in this free event, members are offered discounts at supporting 

retailers. *https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/events/kiwifit-2019-07-23/ 

The mall records over 15 million annual customer visits, returning $557.8 million NZD in retail sales for 

year ending in Mar 2019. With a further $8.5 million from Sylvia Park Lifestyle. 

**all stats and numbers https://view.publitas.com/kiwi-property/kiwi-property-2019-annual-report/page/1 

 

Future Plans: 

A major development budgeted at ~$258 million NZD and due to open mid-2020 is currently under 

construction. The ‘Galleria Development’ on the southern end of the mall’s main site will include an 

extension of 19,000sqm of lettable area, a two-level department store, 60 tenancies, and a new dining 

court. 1500 extra carpark spaces are also planned, bringing the total carpark capacity of the mall to 5000. 

*https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/development/ 

 

 

 

Fig. 11. Artist’s impression of the proposed dining court as part of Sylvia Park’s galleria 

development.*https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/news/story/the-next-level-in-dining 

Local Influence 

Despite the economic success of Sylvia Park Mall, the residential Mt Wellington area is classified as a 

low socio-economic zone. The schools in immediate proximity to the commercial centre, Sylvia Park 

 

 

https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/events/park-and-ride-now-available/
https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/events/kiwifit-2019-07-23/
https://view.publitas.com/kiwi-property/kiwi-property-2019-annual-report/page/1
https://view.publitas.com/kiwi-property/kiwi-property-2019-annual-report/page/1
https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/development/
https://www.kiwiproperty.com/sylvia-park/en/news/story/the-next-level-in-dining


 

 

School, Bailey Road School, and Panmure District School all have decile ratings of 2-3.* Ministry of 

Education. (2015). *School Deciles 2015. Retrieved from  

https://www.education.govt.nz/school/running-a-school/resourcing/operational-funding/school-decile-

ratings/ The socio-economic deprivation index of the area is 9 on a scale of 1-10 with 10 being the most 

deprived.*https://www.otago.ac.nz/wellington/departments/publichealth/research/hirp/otago020194.html 

These statistics are counter-intuitive for an area that is in direct proximity to a commercial area recording 

more than $550 million annually in retail sales. The statistics speak to the trans-locationality of the centre 

and the insignificant trickle-down benefits to the Mt Wellington area. Whether the Sylvia Park Mall is 

sufficiently contributing to local prosperity is questionable. Unlike the 20th century industry boom that 

directly stimulated the growth of the local district, the Sylvia Park Shopping Mall in some sense remains 

alien to its surroundings, thirteen years on from its opening. 
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